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ADONIS IN CYPRUS
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The

function of
string
music in

ment of religion is a subject which would repay a sympathetic
study. For we cannot doubt that this, the most intimate and
affecting of all the arts, has done much to create as well as to
express the religious emotions, thus modifying more or less
deeply the fabric of belief to which at first sight it seems
only to minister. The musician has done his part as well
as the prophet and the thinker in the making of religion.
Every faith has its appropriate music, and the difference
between the creeds might almost be expressed in musical
notation. The interval, for example, which divides the wild
revels of Cybele from the stately ritual of the Catholic
Church is measured by the gulf which severs the dissonant
clash of cymbals and tambourines from the grave harmonies
of Palestrina and Handel. A different spirit breathes in the
difference of the music.1

The legend which made Apollo the friend of Cinyras2 may
be based on a belief in their common devotion to the lyre.
But what function, we may ask, did string music perform in
Greek and  ^   Greek and the Semitic ritual ?    Did it serve to rouse the

bemitic

ritual. human mouthpiece of the god to prophetic ecstasy ? or did it
merely ban goblins and demons from the holy places and
the holy service, drawing as it were around the worshippers
a magic circle within which no evil thing might intrude?
In short, did it aim at summoning good or banishing evil
spirits ? was its object inspiration or exorcism ? The
examples drawn from the lives or legends of Elisha and
David prove that with the Hebrews the music of the lyre
might be used for either purpose ; for while Elisha employed
it to tune himself to the prophetic pitch, David resorted to it
for the sake of exorcising the foul fiend from Saul. With
the Greeks, on the other hand, in historical times, it does not
appear that string music served as a means of inducing the
condition of trance or ecstasy in the human mouthpieces of
Apollo and the other oracular gods ; on the contrary, its sober-
ing and composing influence, as contrasted with the exciting
influence of flute music, is the aspect which chiefly impressed

1 It would be interesting to pursue
a similar line of inquiry in regard to
the other arts. What was the influence
of Phidias on Greek religion? How

much  does  Catholicism  owe  to Fra
Angelico ?
2 Pindar, Pyth. ii. 15 sy.